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been damaged by the construction of
the Garrison Dam, this authorization
is appropriate and essential. Mr. Presi-
dent, I would like to commend the resi-
dents of Williston who have worked so
hard for so long to resolve this prob-
lem. They have been tireless in their
efforts to fix this problem—a problem
caused by the Federal government.

Mr. President, I join with Senator
CONRAD and look forward to working
with my colleagues to ensure the citi-
zens of Williston have a reliable water
transmission line.

———

THE WHITE MOUNTAIN NATIONAL
FOREST

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, today the
Senate passed the Interior Appropria-
tions bill for fiscal year 2001. Included
in that legislation is a rider that ex-
empts the White Mountain National
Forest in New Hampshire from the For-
est Service’s Roadless Initiative. While
I supported the passage of the Interior
Appropriations bill, I want to express
my concern over this rider.

I am concerned because the White
Mountain National Forest is a national
resource, and it is completely appro-
priate for the federal government to
set forth policies to conserve and pro-
tect a national resource. Many of my
constituents in Massachusetts hike,
camp, sightsee and enjoy the great nat-
ural lands of the White Mountains. In
fact, it was a Massachusetts Congress-
man, John Weeks, who sponsored the
legislation creating the White Moun-
tain National Forest. When the Forest
Service sought comment on a new
management plan for the forest, more
than 54 percent of all comments were
submitted by Massachusetts residents.
Proponents of the rider have argued
that its purpose is to protect local con-
trol of forest management. Certainly
local residents should have input in the
management of the forest. I urge local
participation in decisions at Cape Cod
National Seashore. However, it sets a
bad precedent when one forest is ex-
empted from a national policy to pro-
tect the national interest.

Despite these concerns I did not
move to strike this rider. The reason,
ironically, is that I'm confident that
the White Mountain National Forest
will remain protected because of local
input. Time and again, the local proc-
ess, driven by the citizens of New
Hampshire and Massachusetts, has re-
sulted in sound management of the
White Mountain National Forest. So,
while I oppose the amendment for the
precedent it will set, I expect and hope
that it will have almost no impact on
the health of the forest.

———
THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Monday,
July 17, 2000, the federal debt stood at
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$5,671,5672,698,778.11 (Five trillion, six
hundred seventy-one billion, five hun-
dred seventy-two million, five hundred
ninety-eight thousand, seven hundred
seventy-eight dollars and eleven cents).

Five years ago, July 17, 1995, the fed-
eral debt stood at $4,927,653,000,000
(Four trillion, nine hundred twenty-
seven billion, six hundred fifty-three
million).

Ten years ago, July 17, 1990, the fed-
eral debt stood at $3,160,395,000,000
(Three trillion, one hundred sixty bil-
lion, three hundred ninety-five mil-
lion).

Fifteen years ago, July 17, 1985, the
federal debt stood at $1,795,284,000,000
(One trillion, seven hundred ninety-five
billion, two hundred eighty-four mil-
lion).

Twenty-five years ago, July 17, 1975,
the federal debt stood at $533,089,000,000
(Five hundred thirty-three billion,
eighty-nine million) which reflects a
debt increase of more than $5 trillion—
$5,138,483,5698,778.11 (Five trillion, one
hundred thirty-eight billion, four hun-
dred eighty-three million, five hundred
ninety-eight thousand, seven hundred
seventy-eight dollars and eleven cents)
during the past 25 years.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HONORING THE ECOLE CLASSIQUE
ACADEMIC GAMES TEAM

e Mr. BREAUX. Mr. President, I rise to
pay tribute to the Ecole Classique Aca-
demic Games team from Metairie, Lou-
isiana, which is one of the most suc-
cessful Academic Games teams in
America.

For the past seven years, Kcole
Classique has competed in the National
Academic Games in Eatonton, Georgia.
Over these years, the team has won
hundreds of first, second and third
place honors, more than 100 national
titles, and seven sweepstakes cham-
pionships as the finest team in the
country. They have also won national
titles in all four divisions, something
no other school in the country has ever
achieved.

The Ecole Classique team undergoes
an intense year of preparation and hard
work to prepare for the Academic
Games. At the tournament they divide
into fuor divisions and use creative
problem solving skills and strategies to
compete against other students from
across America in the areas of Social
Studies, Language Skills, Mathematics
and Logic.

Once again, their hard work has paid
off. At this year’s competition, the
Ecole Classique students won more
than 100 trophies, 16 national cham-
pionships and two sweepstakes titles—
far outpacing their nearest competi-
tors.

Making Ecole Classique’s accom-
plishment even more remarkable is the
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fact that while other teams are com-
prised of all-star students pooled from
multiple schools, Ecole Classique’s
team only consists of students who at-
tend this small school in Metairie,
Louisiana.

I must also salute the team’s coach,
Don Shannon. An extraordinary leader
and mentor, Mr. Shannon has distin-
guished himself by becoming the only
Academic Games coach in the nation
to lead multiple sweepstakes cham-
pions in all four divisions.

I congratulate the remarkable stu-
dents of Ecole Classique’s Academic
Games team who continue to make
their family, school and community
proud, and extend my very best wishes
for their continued success.®

———

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM WENT-
WORTH—2000 ENTREPRENEUR OF
THE YEAR

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to honor Wil-
liam Wentworth upon his recognition
as the 2000 Entrepreneur of the Year by
the New Hampshire High Technology
Council.

Bill is the President and CEO of
Source Electronics, a software pro-
gramming company that he has in-
creased in size from three employees in
1988 to its current number of 220. Bill’s
strong commitment to customer serv-
ice and the highest levels of quality are
the primary reason why Source Elec-
tronic was able to grow into such a
successful business.

Source Electronics illustrates true
dedication to its clients by tailoring
programs to meet their needs, such as
an interactive website allowing cus-
tomers the ability to submit and track
their orders. It is competitive advan-
tages like these that set Source Elec-
tronics apart from other companies
and allows them to do business with
large firms such as Lucent Tech-
nologies, Cabletron and Motorola, to
name a few. The enthusiastic dedica-
tion to serve and support the customer
is also demonstrated by the entire staff
at Source Electronics, undoubtedly a
result of the examples Bill has set for
others. Under Bill’s strong leadership,
Source Electronics was voted one of
the top ten companies in New Hamp-
shire in 1997 and 1999.

The hard work Bill has invested into
his company proves his keen business
skill. The dedication he has exhibited
in placing customer concerns first is
truly commendable. It is companies
like Bill’s that prove New Hampshire’s
competitiveness in the technological
field. Bill, it is an honor to represent
you in the United States Senate.®

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.
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